LEGISLATION UPDATE

February 8, 2001
HOUSE COMMITTEE REORGANIZATIONS

· Government Reform Committee.   Rep. Dan Burton continues as Chairman.
a. New Subcommittee on Technology and Procurement Policy established.  The new Subcommittee Chairman is Rep. Tom Davis, formerly Chairman of the Subcommittee on DC.

b. New Subcommittee on Government Efficiency, Financial Management and Intergovernmental Relations established. The new Subcommittee Chairman is Rep. Steve Horn, formerly Chairman of the disestablished Subcommittee on Management, Information and Technology.

· Commerce Committee redesignated Energy and Commerce Committee.  Rep. Billy Tauzin, formerly Chairman of the Commerce Subcommittee on Telecommunications, is the new Committee Chairman.  Rep. Fred Upton, formerly Chairman of the Commerce Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations, is the new Chairman, Subcommittee on Telecommunications.

KEY IT ISSUES IN THE 107TH CONGRESS

· IT Management Oversight.

a. Rep. Davis and the White House are currently discussing the location of a Federal CIO.  The results of this negotiation will likely determine whether Rep. Davis reintroduces his legislation for a Federal CIO, H .R. 5024, which was introduced during the 106th Congress.

b. Press reports suggest Rep. Davis will conduct a thorough examination of Federal IT management, including a review of state and local models, to improve the acquisition process.   Since the enactment of Clinger-Cohen, other than selected problem acquisitions, there has not been extensive focus on the IT acquisition process from an overall life cycle management standpoint..

c. Clinger-Cohen Act was signed 2/10/96, and the effective date was 8/8/96.  Additional oversight hearings could be held on the effectiveness of the Act including the extent that information has been developed on the net performance benefits achieved as the results of investments in IT as required by Sections 5112 and 5123 of the Act.   Senator Fred Thompson’s Governmental Affairs Committee issued a report on 10/20/2000 that criticized agency responses to questions on Clinger-Cohen compliance that his Committee sent to agencies in April 2000.

· GPRA Report Follow-up.  GPRA report oversight in the House likely will be the responsibility of Chairman Steve Horn’s new Subcommittee.  Although GPRA is primarily agency program oriented, it is important that performance benefits from investments in IT be linked to supported agency programs.   The first Performance Reports under GPRA were submitted in 2000.  Senator Fred Thompson’s Governmental Affairs Committee issued a report on 10/31/2000 that was very critical of the first Annual Performance Reports. 
· IT Security.  IT Security including Critical Infrastructure Assurance under PDD 63 will likely be under continuing focus by Senate and House Committees.    The Government Information Security Reform Act, which was based on S.1993, security legislation introduced by Senators Thompson and Lieberman, was signed into law as Sections 1061-65 of the FY 2001 National Defense Authorization Act.  This legislation requires an annual security audit by an independent activity such as an agency’s IG and an annual report to Congress.
· Strategic Human Capital Management.  This was added to GAO’s 2001 High Risk Series as a Government-wide issue.   Comptroller General David Walker is continually pressing the need to focus on management of human capital.  The Federal IT work force is in the middle of this issue.
· Privacy.   Many privacy bills were introduced in the 106th Congress; however, only one bill passed and was signed into law as part of a banking bill.  Accordingly, there is already a great deal of focus in the 107th Congress.  H.R. 237, Consumer Internet Privacy Enhancement Act, which was introduced on 1/20/2001 by Representatives Anna Eshoo and Chris Cannon and is similar to a privacy bill introduced by Senators John McCain and John Kerry during the 106th Congress, has received favorable comments. Although industry has been supporting self-regulation by industry, a number of industry people are concerned about a patchwork of privacy legislation in the states unless the Federal Government takes the lead with framework privacy legislation.
· Telecommunications.   The Telecommunications Act of 1996, P.L. 104-104, was signed into law on 2/8/1996.  A number of people are concerned that objectives of the Act to increase competition at the local level and in the long distance market have not been achieved, especially at the local level.  However, the comments are mixed.  Some are concerned that some Baby Bells have become larger through acquisitions of other Baby Bells which could have a negative effect on overall competition.  Others feel the Baby Bells have been over-regulated by the FCC which resulted in a number of court cases over access charges which in turn caused delays in opening up their systems to competitive local exchange carriers.
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